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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the amendments filed on January 1 8, 2005. 
Applicant's amendments and remarks have been carefully considered. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-7 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Mahrle (US 2,821,146). 

Mahrle discloses a material handling system having all the features as recited in 
the instant claims, including I-beam 12, rail P, and element 20 readable as a hanger 
that connects beam 12 to rail P such that certain portions of the beam and of the rail 
have the same vertical height. 

Regarding the instant claimed portion of the hanger contacting the lower surface 
of the upper flange of the beam, as recited in instant claims 3, 6 and 12, consider 
bracket/fastening element 22 of the hanger of Mahrle, which contacts the lower surface 
of the upper flange of beam 12, and which is located on the side of the beam that is 
opposite to the side of the beam facing rail P, as shown in Figure 3 of Mahrle. 

Regarding the instant claimed trolley recited in instant claim 7, consider trolley 62 
of Mahrle. 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the d ifferences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zaguroli (US 5,598,785) in view of Sherburne (US 3,140,848). 

Zaguroli discloses trolley track rail 12 provided with hanger 10 with a hanger bar 
22 or 70 for connecting to a support for the track rail; however, Zaguroli does not show 
such support for the track rail. 

Sherburne, Figure 1 , shows a support in the form of an existing overhead I - 
beam, e.g. a roof beam, and a hanger with fastening means for mounting the hanger to 
the existing overhead I-beam. Said hanger includes hanger bar 20 for suspending a 
structure from the beam. 

In view of Sherburne, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide fastening means to hanger bar 22 or 70 of Zagurolli for allowing the hanger to 
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be mounted to an available overhead I -beam, such as an existing roof I-beam of a 
building, in a manner similar to that taught by Sherburne, so as to achieve expected 
advantages thereof, such as quick and easy connections and disconnections. 

Regarding the method steps recited in instant claims 8-10, note that the process 
of forming the structure of Zagurolli, as modified, inherently requires the method steps 
recited in the instant method claims. 
6. Responses to Applicant's Arguments : 

Applicant's arguments to the ground of rejection of claims 1-7 and 11-12 are 
deemed moot in view of the new ground of rejection set forth above. 

Regarding Applicant's argument directed to the expression "connecting a rail to 
the horizontally oriented beam such that at least a portion of the rail is positioned 
laterally with respect to the beam", note that upon combining Zagurolli and Sherburne, 
as set forth above, hanger bar 22 or 70 of Zargurolli would take the position of bar 20 of 
Sherburne; therefore, rail 12 of Zargurolli would be positioned laterally with respect to I - 
beam 4 of Sherburne, as broadly recited in the instant claim. 

Regarding Applicant's argument directed to the expression "method of retroffiting 
a material handling system having a horizontally-oriented beam defining an exposed 
track", note that the roof I -beam of Sherburne is readable as a material handling 
system or at least of being capable of being used as such because said beam has 
horizontally extending flanges that are inherently capable being used as exposed tracks 
for supporting trolleys. In the instant case, the I -beam of Sherburne is provided with a 
hanger that is used to hang (readable as handling) a material, which may be conduits or 
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pipes; therefore, I -beam 4 of Sherburne, including the hanger attached thereto, is 
readable as a material handling system. Applicant should further note that upon the 
structure of Zargurolli is hanged from an existing I-beam, such as that of Sherburne, as 
set forth in the above ground of rejection, said existing I -beam is readable as having 
been retrofitted as broadly recited in the instant claim. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark T. Le whose telephone number is 703-308-3663. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Samuel Morano can be reached on 703-308-0230. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). A a . — ^ 
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